Testimony Writing Prompts & Guidelines
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Your testimony should be Christ-centered.  It should give witness to how God has revealed himself in your life and how you have come to personally experienced God.  It is not a life journey or a memoir.  A simple, plain-language style is preferable to a highly stylized, flowery, dramatic or literary style.  In other words, don’t start with:  “It was a dark and stormy night …”   

Here are the components of a typical testimony.  

You do not have to answer ALL these prompts/questions.  You can pick which ones you would like to answer to help guide you as you begin to write. 

1) Background [1 paragraph]

a. Family background and other factors in your life that shaped your thinking, values, etc

b. What are some factors in your life that shaped your thinking, values? 

2) Life before Conversion [1-2 paragraphs] 

These are suggested questions; you don’t have to answer all or any of them.

a. What did your life revolve around?  

b. What life philosophy drove you?

c. What or who did you look to for fulfillment, happiness, peace, security?  

d. What did you value?  What did you do to obtain what you valued?  

e. In what ways were you unfree, or enslaved, and to what?  (e.g., others’ opinions, pleasure, money, fun, etc.)

f. In what ways did you find these things unfulfilling, empty, etc?  

3) Conversion [2-3 paragraphs]

These are NOT suggested questions, but elements of your conversion.  You should try to address all of these points.

a. What was your initial encounter with Christianity, and what was your reaction, and how did your attitude change (if initially negative)?
b. How did you get convinced that the Gospel message is true?

c. Describe how you came to have personal conviction of sin.

d. How did you come to experience the personal relevance of the cross?

e. How did you come to realize God’s love and grace?

f. Describe your new identity in Christ, and who Jesus is to you.

g. Describe intellectual (what you understood, realized), emotional (how you were impacted, what you felt), and volitional (what you decided, resolved, committed to) aspect of your decision. 

4) After Conversion  [1 paragraph] 

These are some suggested questions.

a. How did your basic outlook on life change?

b. What new goals do you now have as a Christian?

c. How do you see your “old life,”  i.e. your life before conversion?

d. What do you see as the fundamental difference between you and your non-Christian friend or family members?

e. What new things did you start to see and feel because you are a Christian?

f. What are the things that you have given up because of Christ?

g. What are some ways in which you have developed “spiritual hunger,” i.e. interest in, desire for knowing more about God, reading and studying the Bible, greater desire for true fellowship, prayer, missions?

h. What changed about your values regarding money, marriage, pleasures, career, success, family, security, etc.?

The Thematic Testimony
Another approach to writing your testimony, especially if you became Christian at a young age, is to approach it thematically.  This is often the only option available for those who cannot remember a time when they did not believe in Jesus.  

In addition to a brief description of your background (family, church, etc.), answering these suggested questions could help you get started on writing your testimony:

· Describe any significant memory of a time when certain truths of the Gospel (who God is, who Jesus is, who you are) became particularly relevant, real or impacting.

· Was there a time that you can recall when you made a significant rededication of your life, committing afresh to the Lordship of Christ?  

· In what ways has your sense of personal sinfulness grown over the years?  Or, what is your current view of yourself as a sinner, and how is this personal, rather than mere mental assent to something you’ve heard all your life?

· What does the cross mean to you?  How has the appreciation of the cross grown in your life?

· Relate a specific way in which you repented after conviction of some sin.

· In what ways do you personally appreciate God’s grace?  In what ways have you come to appreciate God’s love and grace more over the years?  Is there a story you can relate of such growing appreciation?

· How would you describe your main identity?  Who is Jesus to you?  What relevance does this have on how you view your time, body, talents, future, money, etc.?  

· Relate a specific way in which the Lordship of Christ is evident in your life.

· Relate conflicts or sense of alienation you have had toward the world and it’s values.

· What are your goals, wishes?
